
January 30, 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Community Members: 
 
We are pleased to present you with our Annual Education Report (AER) which provides 
key information on the 2015-2016 educational progress for Beechview Elementary 
School.  The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by Federal and 
State laws.  This school’s report contains information about student assessment, 
accountability and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, feel free to 
contact me for assistance. 
 
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following website: 
https://goo.gl/p8H61C 
or you may review a copy in Beechview’s main office. 
 
For the 2016-17 year, no new Priority or Focus schools were named; some Priority or 
Focus schools did exit their status because they met the exit criteria. New Reward schools 
were identified using school rankings and Beating the Odds information. A Focus school 
is one that has a large achievement gap between the highest and lowest achieving 30% of 
schools. A Priority school is one whose achievement and growth is in the lowest 5% of 
all schools in the state. A Reward school is one that has achieved one or more of the 
following distinctions: top 5% of schools on the Top-to-Bottom School Rankings, top 5% 
of schools making the greatest gains in achievement (improvement metric), or “Beating 
the Odds” by outperforming the school’s predicted ranking and/or similar schools. Some 
schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases no label is given. 
 
The Accountability Scorecard for Beechview Elementary is found in the AER MI School 
Data section of this report.  Further scorecard information will be posted on the district 
website. 
 
The challenges we face include: 

 
 The Beechview staff takes pride in its Positive Behavior Intervention Support 

program.  We support our students by spending quality time teaching and 
modeling expectations for students throughout the school year. Our students are 
afforded the opportunity to learn skills and strategies to help them become 
successful problem solvers and responsible citizens within the Beechview 
Learning Community. We continue to be challenged to support the social-
emotional needs of all children, and maintain a school climate of respect for all. 
Collaborating with families, identifying needs and causes of behavior, creating 
and implementing behavior plans, monitoring behavior plans, and building 
staff/student capacity to facilitate a growth mind-set is a school focus. We look 
forward to partnering with families to support all of our students each school year.  
 

 
 The Beechview staff welcomes the challenge of the School Improvement process 

and the requirements of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act. Beechview staff 

https://goo.gl/p8H61C


members continue to look for opportunities to involve all of our parents during 
the school year. The home-school connection strengthens our educational 
programs and supports the partnership we hope to create, with all of our 
Beechview families. We continue to seek out opportunities to bridge the gap 
between home and school. By maximizing our resources provided by both local 
and federal Title 1 funding, we are actively working to address challenges by 
providing math, reading, writing and study skills to our struggling learners. These 
additional supports allow students to overcome obstacles to their learning and 
close the achievement gap.  

 
 In a review of our assessment data we have identified goal areas in which to 

improve. They include Reading, Writing and Math. Below please find our goals 
as defined in our Title 1 School-wide Diagnostic. 

 
Writing - All students will show increased proficiency in writing. 
Reading - All students will improve in reading comprehension in both narrative 
and informational text.  
Math - All students will improve math proficiency. 
 
A comprehensive plan including strategies, interventions and progress monitoring 
will be put in place for the 2016-2017 School Year to support students in 
mastering all 3 goal areas. 

 
As part of this correspondence the state asks that we provide a two year report on the 
following topics: 
 
Process for Assigning Pupils to the School 
Students are assigned to Beechview Elementary by district-designated attendance 
boundaries.  Lower elementary schools (grades K-4) for 2013-2014 and 2015-2016 were 
open to in-district school of choice but only certain grades at certain schools, for 
example, based on space availability.  Section 105 is for Out of Districts Schools of 
Choice for residents of Oakland County only.  In 2013-14 and 2015-16 Section 105 was 
open for Kindergarten.  Additionally, Beechview houses Farmington Public School’s 
Elementary Newcomer Program for zero-English students.  There is a 2/3 mainstream 
student and 1/3 newcomer student classroom composition in each newcomer classroom.  
When newcomer seats are filled, new students should attend their home schools and 
receive Bilingual support. Beechview Elementary was open to the children of any full 
time employee who wished to send his or her children.   
 
The Status of our Three to Five Year School Improvement Plan 
Farmington Public School District follows the AdvancEd District/System Accreditation 
model.  All schools were NCA accredited through AdvancEd in spring of 2011.  
Beechview Elementary School's School Improvement Team met monthly with the other 
elementary schools of the district.  Teams were introduced to Michigan Department of 
Education’s new school improvement process.  AdvancEd’s online tool, ASSIST, was 
introduced and team members learned how to use it.  The 2015-16 Interim Self 
Assessment was completed and submitted.  Time was spent reviewing 2015-16 goals, 



which were developed in 2013-14 and focused on data analysis and the examination of 
current data, and completing the required 2015-16 diagnostics.  Beechview Elementary 
School's team used the state’s new achievement targets to set the objectives for each goal.  
[Each school has its own unique set of annual targets for proficiency and progress based 
upon the number of students who demonstrated proficiency in 2013-2014.  All schools 
must reach 85% proficient by 2021-2022.]  In May, 2014, Beechview Elementary along 
with all district schools worked on completing 2015-16 School Improvement Goals and 
Plans to guide the District Improvement Plan.  As a result of being identified as a Focus 
school, Beechview applied and was accepted to be a Title 1 Schoolwide Program.  This 
allows much needed assistance to all students at Beechview. (is this correct?) 
 
Our 2015-2016 school improvement goals included the following: 
 All students will show an increased proficiency in writing across content areas. 
 All students will improve reading comprehension in both narrative and 

informational text to include grade level science and social studies concepts. 
 All students will improve math proficiency. 

 
The following is a summary of progress made in meeting the 2015-16 goals that were 
developed during the 2013-14 school year. 
 
Reading:  
 
Beechview staff members utilize the NWEA Assessment to assess student progress 
during the school year. This assessment data is then used to guide instruction and make 
instructional decisions.  
 
Continued implementation of Readers’ and Writers’ Workshop in grades K-4 was a 
priority during the 2015-2016 school year.  
 
Beechview students benefitted from Literacy support with Beechview paraprofessionals, 
Title Interventionist and our before/after-school SMART Club Tutoring Intervention 
Program.  
 
Beechview Staff members participated in Professional Development sessions that 
focused on Data Analysis, Technology Integration and Instructional Interventions that 
support teaching and learning in the area of Reading.  
 
A Grade Level Data Wall in Reading was created to progress monitor each grade level’s 
Reading goal which aligned with our school-wide Reading goal. 
 
PLT’s (Professional Learning Teams) spent quality time working collaboratively to 
analyze data and plan for quality instruction. Intentionally planning for Tier 1 and Tier 2 
Instruction took place during this meetings. 
 
Beechview Staff Members began utilizing “Making Thinking Visible” Routines to 
support students in making their thinking visible. Implementing these routines during 



Reading Instruction supports teaching and learning in the area of Reading 
Comprehension, which is our school-wide Reading Goal Focus. 
 
Writing:  
 
PLT’s (Professional Learning Teams) spent quality time working collaboratively to 
analyze data and plan for instruction.  
 
Classroom teachers used the Oakland Schools MAISA Writing Units to provide quality 
instruction to students.  
 
Beechview staff members continued to implement Writers’ Workshop with fidelity.  
 
Teachers assessed student writing throughout the school year, utilizing pre and post 
assessments, during Writer’s Workshop.  
 
Mini-lessons were taught during Writer’s Workshop to support the needs of our learners 
and to teach specific teaching points in this content area.  
 
Beechview teachers spent quality time conferring with their students on a regular basis to 
provide meaningful feedback and to encourage individual growth and development.  
 
An instructional focus was placed on Ideas and Content, Organization, and Sentence 
Fluency in student writing.  
 
Math:  
 
A Math Data Wall was created to progress monitor each grade level’s Math goal which 
aligned with our school-wide Math goal. 
 
Inquiry-based math instruction was implemented in each classroom.  
 
Student achievement data was analyzed in grade-level PLT meetings. Instructional 
decisions were made as a result of this data analysis.  
 
Student engagement was a focus during Math instruction. Beechview staff members 
utilized best practice strategies, hands-on exploration and differentiation to support 
teaching and learning in this content area.  
 
Beechview students were encouraged to make their Mathematical thinking visible 
through activities that promote the use of problem solving and critical thinking skills.  
 
A Brief Description of Each Specialized School 

 
Beechview Elementary is a comprehensive Kindergarten through 4th grade elementary 
school, offering a wide-variety of enrichment programs and learning opportunities to all 
students within our Learning Community. Beechview also houses the District’s 



Newcomer Program for zero-English students. Our Multicultural program currently 
supports learners in first through fifth grades who are learning English.  We celebrate 
Diversity and view our Multicultural learning environment as an asset to our school. 
 
Beechview Elementary School’s curriculum is in alignment with Common Core State 
Standards and can be accessed through Atlas Rubicon using the website link below: 
 
https://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Public/View/Default 
 
How to Access a Copy of the Core Curriculum, a Description of its Implementation, 
and an Explanation of any Variances 
Beechview Elementary School's curriculum is in alignment with the Michigan Grade 
Level Content Expectations and can be accessed through curriculum maps on Farmington 
Public School’s website.  Courses offered at Beechview Elementary are filtered through a 
curriculum framing process to ensure that all courses are aligned to the MMC and include 
appropriate relevance and rigor.  Additionally, Farmington staff members have been 
involved in The Common Core-Oakland Project since May, 2010.  The initiative to 
develop and implement kindergarten through grade 12 curriculum in English Language 
Arts and mathematics based on the State adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
was undertaken by the twenty nine districts of Oakland County, Michigan. The following 
is a link to informational CCSS resources developed by National PTA: 
www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3552    
 
Aggregate Student Achievement Results of Local and National Competency Tests  
During the 2013-14 school year, Farmington Public Schools participated in the Michigan 
Council for Educator Effectiveness (MCEE) Pilot of Teacher Evaluations and used 
Northwest Evaluation Association’s Measures of Academic Progress to monitor student 
growth.  As a result of this participation, once again Northwest Evaluation Association’s 
Measures of Academic Progress was administered to 1st through 12th grade students 
during the spring of the 2015-16 school year.  Please see the attached NWEA’s most 
recent data report. 
 
The Number and Percent of Students represented by Parents at Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
 
During the 2015-2016 school year 100% of Beechview parents participated in a Parent 
Teacher Conference Meeting for their child. We believe in partnering with parents in the 
education of our students. With this thought in mind, parents, students and staff complete 
a home school compact during Parent Teacher Conferences.  This document captures our 
quality commitment to each other as partners in education, to ensure academic success 
and student achievement. 
 
We are proud of the collaborative steps that we have taken to ensure student success for 
all of our learners, within our school community.  Below please find some examples of 
our successes. 
 

http://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Public/View/Default
http://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Public/View/Default
http://www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3552


1. In November 2015 Beechview officially opened our Parent Resource Room. The 
purpose of this room is to empower parents with learning resources to use at home, to 
support academic success and student achievement. 
 
2. During the 2015-2016 School Year Beechview Elementary was named a Michigan 
Green School. We were awarded Evergreen Status for this school year! 
 
3. The Beechview Learning Community operates a Student Run Credit Union on a 
weekly basis. This program supports our efforts of teaching our students Fiscal 
Responsibility and Financial Literacy. 
 
4. The Beechview Learning Community encourages student leadership through our 
Student Council, Junior Optimist Club, Safety Patrol, Service Squad and Green Team. 
 
5. We are so proud of our strong parent and community partnership. Our PTA supports 
student learning through assemblies, field trips, Learning is Fun Together (LIFT), 
Science Fair, Fun Run, Talent Show and many family activities throughout the year. 
Within our greater community, the West Oaks Civitans have generously helped 
Beechview students for several years by providing Literacy Enrichment 
opportunities during our annual Title Parent Meeting and Curriculum Night. 
 
6. Diversity is a strength at Beechview, and it is celebrated in many ways. Multiple 
perspectives and varied experiences are valued within our school. Beechview is the proud 
home of the District's acclaimed Multi-age/Multicultural Program with student leaders 
and specially trained staff members helping those students who are new to our country, 
learn English and American culture. A rich culture of diversity is represented throughout 
our wonderfully diverse student population.  
 
The Beechview Learning Community will continue to work diligently and collaboratively 
to support teaching and student learning during the 2016-2017 school year.  We look 
forward to meeting the needs of our students and partnering with our families to 
maximize our students’ successes as learners. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Shawndra Hernton 
Principal, Beechview Elementary School 


